
Are solar panels noisy?

No. Solar panels do not create noticeable noise.

Do solar panels cause a great deal of glare?

No. Glare is not produced by solar panels. Solar panels 
reflect about 2 percent of incoming light due to their 
anti-reflective glass front surfaces.

Do solar panels help protect our environment?

Power generation is the second largest source of 
climate pollution in the U.S., accounting for about a 
quarter of all carbon pollution. Solar power provides 
renewable, carbon-free electricity that will help protect 
our environment. In addition to improving air quality, 
solar panels also reduce water use and have minimal 
impacts on local wildlife.

Does the production of solar energy systems rely 
on critical minerals from other countries?

Solar energy systems require critical minerals to 
develop solar panels and batteries. Traditionally, 
the production of critical minerals has come from 
other countries, but recent initiatives from public 
and private investments have shifted the U.S. to 
domestically produce these critical materials. The 
domestic production of critical minerals in the United 
States has increased through the funding of projects 
and initiatives. The federal government announced 

initiatives to match the growing need for critical 
minerals, meeting with companies such as Tesla and 
Redwood Materials to decrease dependence on other 
countries in the development of clean energy projects.

What makes Wisconsin a prime location for  
solar energy?

Wisconsin solar projects have created thousands 
of good-paying jobs that range in skill, experience, 
and educational background. With 189 in-state solar 
companies, there are currently over 3,200 solar energy 
jobs throughout the state, and this number is only 
expected to grow over time. Wisconsin solar jobs are 
projected to grow by 11.4% by 2023.

Does solar energy help rural communities in 
Wisconsin?

Yes, solar energy projects provide Wisconsin farmers, 
ranchers, and other agricultural producers with 
new, reliable source of income and increase crop 
productivity. Converting land to a solar farm could help 
generate around $1,200 to $1,500 per acre per year.

Do Wisconsinites want solar energy?

Yes. The vast majority of Wisconsinites support for 
renewable energy, specifically solar energy. In fact, 
two-thirds of Wisconsinites want to see Wisconsin 
produce more energy from clean energy sources such 
as wind and solar power.   

Common Solar  
Misconceptions

FAQs

QUESTIONS?  For any inquiries, please contact info@wisconsinforenergyindependence.com.

Wisconsin
Energy Independence

https://www.lgcypower.com/peace-and-quiet-are-solar-panels-loud/#:~:text=The%20short%20answer%20is%3A%20technically,convert%20it%20all%20to%20energy
https://www.nrel.gov/state-local-tribal/blog/posts/research-and-analysis-demonstrate-the-lack-of-impacts-of-glare-from-photovoltaic-modules.html
https://www.seia.org/initiatives/climate-change
https://www.seia.org/initiatives/climate-change
https://www.seia.org/initiatives/water-use-management
https://www.energy.gov/fecm/articles/producing-domestic-sources-critical-minerals-support-clean-energy-economy
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-awards-19-million-initiatives-produce-rare-earth-elements-and-critical-minerals
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-awards-19-million-initiatives-produce-rare-earth-elements-and-critical-minerals
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/22/fact-sheet-securing-a-made-in-america-supply-chain-for-critical-minerals/
https://www.seia.org/state-solar-policy/wisconsin-solar
https://irecusa.org/census-solar-jobs-by-state/
https://irecusa.org/census-solar-jobs-by-state/
https://www.evergreenaction.com/press/new-poll-wisconsin-voters-strongly-support-new-federal-climate-law-want-leaders-to-take-action-on-climate-change
mailto:info%40wisconsinforenergyindependence.com?subject=

